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Publick Occurrences, Both Foreign and Domestick

Boston - Sept 25, 1690.
The first newspaper published in America. It filled only 3 of 4 six by ten inch pages of a folded sheet of paper. It lasted just one issue.  The authorities, in "high Resentment" that the newspaper dared to report that English military forces had allied themselves with "miserable" savages, put the paper out of business four days later.  It contained  real news and was the first and last offered to Americans for the next 14 years.  It was printed without authority.

Boston News-Letter
Boston - April 17-24, 1704 to 1776.

America's first continuously-published newspaper and the first to carry an illustration,.  It originally appeared on a single page, printed on both sides and issued weekly. These pages were slightly larger than those of Publick Occurrences.  In the first issue of the News-Letter there was only one advertisement. In the early years of its publication the News-Letter was dealt mostly with news from London journals detailing English politics and the European wars. The rest of the newspaper was filled with items listing ship arrivals, deaths, sermons, political appointments, fires, accidents etc. This newspaper was never very prosperous.

Boston Gazette

Boston - Dec 21, 1719 to 1798.


Little is known of this 2nd newspaper.

American Weekly Mercury

Philadelphia - Dec 22, 1719.

The first issue of the forth newspaper in America, was published one day after the first issue of the Boston Gazette. The page size was about nine by thirteen inches. Early issues were primarily news from London and Europe and later slowly started to publish more local news

New England Courant

Boston - August 7, 1721 to June 25, 1726.


Independent newspaper publishing in the English colonies is considered to have begun with this paper.  It was the most readable of the early colonial newspapers.  A highly controversial weekly, it was lively and irreverent.  It became the first American newspaper to feature humorous essays and other literary content. At 4 pence per copy it the most expensive newspaper in early America.  Founded by Benjamin Franklin's brother James who landed in jail for his publishing.  Later published by Benjamin, it became the fourth newspaper published in America.

New England Journal

Boston - March 20, 1727.


Following the lead of the Courant, the Journal featured the letters, essays and verses of its readers.

Maryland Gazette

Annapolis - 1727 (exact date unknown).

This was the first newspaper published in Maryland.  Following the death of the paper's 2nd publisher his wife became the first woman to be both editor and publisher of a newspaper in the American Colonies.  The newspaper continues as the Maryland Gazette Glen Burnie News.

Universal Instructor in all the Arts and Sciences and Pennsylvania Gazette

December 24, 1728.


The first two issues were filled with extracts from the book Chamber's Dictionary of Eminent Scotsmen. The title was then shortened to the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1729. Presented insight into the social, commercial, and political life of the period.  Benjamin Franklin's first newspaper.

South Carolina Gazette

Charleston - January 8, 1731 to 1780.


Contained essays and theatre reviews.  When the publisher died in 1734 another newspaper was published with the same title.

Weekly Rehearsal

Boston - 1731 to 1775.


It started as a magazine in 1731 but sometime in 1732 or 1733 it was turned it into a newspaper. In 1735 the title was changed to the Boston Evening Post and it became the best written newspaper in New England.

South-Carolina Weekly Journal

1732 (exact date unknown).

Poor circulation caused the paper to close in six months.

